Leander Music Academy

Mission Statement
Leander Music Academy is committed to providing high-quality music lessons and ensemble
opportunities to students of all ages and experience levels in a supportive and motivating
environment. Through varied course offerings, students will grow as holistic musicians through
performance, chamber, and community involvement. Leander Music Academy (LMA) values
excellent performance, communal music-making, and a stimulating learning environment that
pushes and encourages those who participate. We aspire to be a valuable contributor to the
creative community, training excellent musicians who support each other through thoughtful

feedback, group participation, and regular performances.

Studio Policies

Studio Semesters: The studio functions in three separate semesters — Spring, Summer, and Fall.

The Spring semester runs from the beginning of January to the end of May. The Summer session
is from June through August and is the only semester when lesson fees may be paid on a weekly
basis (apart from the one-month trial period available to all new students). The Fall semester will

run from September through December.

New Students: There is a trial period of one month of lessons during which the student can

decide if they would like to continue. During this period, lessons may be paid weekly. Studio
policies only need to be signed at the end of the trial period if the student chooses to continue

lessons.

Payment Options:

For those enrolled in lessons (no longer in the trial period), payments are due at the beginning of
every month in a flat-rate tuition installment. This fee will not fluctuate; it will remain consistent
September - May. The months of June, July, and August will continue with a by-lesson payment

option to leave flexibility for summer travels and schedules.



Academic Year — Pay for both the fall and spring semesters at the start of the school year.
Semester — Pay the tuition for the entire semester at the start of the semester.

Monthly — Pay the monthly tuition on the first of the month
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Per lesson — This option is only available in specific circumstances (i.e., during the trial
period or the months of June, July, and August)

Payments may be made by cash, check, Venmo, CashApp, or Apple Pay

Rates: Each student and each instrument lesson are considered separate lessons (i.e., two
siblings taking 30-minute lessons are considered two half hour lessons, not one hour lesson. One

student taking lessons on two separate instruments is considered to have two separate lessons).

Private Lessons

Per-lesson price (valid for the trial period; the months of June, July, and August; and additional
lessons)

Half-hour: $25

Hour: $45

Monthly tuition (weekly lessons)
Half-hour: $100
Hour: $180

Semester tuition (weekly lessons)
Half-hour: $400 (Sept-Dec); $500 (Jan-May)
Hour: $720 (Sept-Dec); $900 (Jan-May)

Academic year tuition (weekly lessons)
Half-hour: $900 (Sept-May)
Hour: $1,620 (Sept-May)

Group Lessons
(talk with your teacher to see if a group class will be a good fit for you)
2 Students (30 minutes, weekly)
Monthly tuition (per student): $60

Semester tuition (per student): $240 (Sept-Dec); $300 (Jan-May)
Academic year tuition (per student): $540 (Sept-May)



3+ Students (45 Minutes, weekly)

Monthly tuition (per student): $60

Semester tuition (per student): $240 (Sept-Dec); $300 (Jan-May)
Academic year tuition (per student): $540 (Sept-May)

Cancellations: If the teacher cancels a lesson outside of the expected studio schedule, either a

makeup lesson will be offered, credit will be given toward the next month’s tuition, or a refund
will be given for that missed lesson. The student and their family may choose which of these
three options works best for them on a case-by-case basis. Occasionally, lessons may be moved
to zoom if the teacher is traveling and able. Otherwise, the makeup/roll-over/reimbursement

options will be offered.

Inclement Weather: For everyone’s safety, snow days will follow the Fayette County school

system, and for lessons offered in other counties, those counties’ snow days will also be taken
into consideration. In most cases of inclement weather (when electricity and service remain
strong), lessons will be available virtually by request. No refunds will be made for snow days,
even if the student does not choose to participate in the virtual lesson option or if circumstances

do not allow for a virtual lesson to be offered.

Hiness: The school year is full of opportunities to share; unfortunately, this includes sickness and
illness. If you are feeling sick, please abstain from attending in-person lessons to reduce sharing
sickness with others. If you are sick, but are feeling well enough for a lesson, a virtual lesson will
be available by request. Let your teacher know as soon as possible if illness will prevent you

from attending your lesson, and please stay home to recuperate!

Scheduled Breaks: The studio will take a week off for Thanksgiving, two weeks for Christmas

and New Years, and one week for spring break, following the Fayette County public school

schedule. Tuition will remain the same during these months as it is for non-holiday months.

Virtual Lessons: Virtual lessons are offered through both Zoom and FaceTime. A few things to

keep in mind with virtual lessons are listed below:
e Quiet location: Students should have their lesson in a location with little family traffic

and distraction.



Visible Setup: Please find a device setup where the entire instrument, both hands and
bowing area, and face of the student are all visible. Lessons will be much more effective
this way!

If using Zoom, please enable “Original Sound” for each lesson — otherwise the device
will mute you!

Internet Issues: If you take lessons on zoom and are encountering internet difficulties,
please let us know 24 hours in advance, if possible. If you experience internet or
computer issues right before or during the lesson, we will instead encourage the student
to record the material that was prepared for the lesson (video is preferable) and email it to
us once the internet is restored (preferably within 48 hours of the scheduled lesson time).
We will then listen to the recordings and provide feedback for your child in place of the
lesson missed due to technical difficulty. If you decide against submitting recordings, the

lesson fee will still be charged for that lesson.

Student Expectations: Students are expected to...

Practice. You will have the most success when you practice regularly! When you
practice well, you get to move forward and learn even more intricate skills. Hard work in
the moment leads to exciting results down the road. Regular practice is vital!

Be prepared. Bring music, instrument, rosin, shoulder rest/sponge, lesson notebook, and
a pencil to each lesson.

Arrive on time. Please arrive a few minutes before your lesson time. Please do not arrive
extremely early as there are often students back-to-back. If you are attending a virtual

lesson, please join the call right at your lesson time.

Practice: Lessons are only once a week, so at-home practice is vital to making substantial

progress. We want you to succeed and be encouraged, and much progress comes through quality

time spent with the instrument in daily practice time. We want students to build important life

skills while learning their instrument, and diligent practice is a huge part of this. Some general

guidelines are listed below:

Practice at least five days a week! Practice sessions spread out across several days are

more beneficial than a long cram-session right before a lesson.



e Practice length will vary based on the age of the student and level of repertoire. Talk with
us about a recommended daily length. A general guide is to practice at least the same
amount of time as your weekly lesson length — a half hour or an hour!

e Make practicing fun! Talk with us about different games and activities to keep your child
engaged and excited during their practice time.

e If your child is younger than 10 years old, they will likely need your guidance during
their practice time. Keeping them on task and celebrating small achievements can make

practice time enjoyable!

Fingernail Length: Playing a string instrument requires that nails be clipped so that the nail is

shorter than the fingertip. Acrylic/Press-on nails may not be worn while playing. Short nails are

necessary for students to play with proper technique.

Parent/Guardian Involvement: We highly recommend that parents of students under the age of

10 consider being present at their child’s private lessons. Many younger students will need extra
help with remembering things, practicing at home, and some may simply feel more comfortable
with a parent in the room. In most cases, progress in young students is directly correlated with
parental involvement in lessons and practice time. Parents may feel free to sit in or discuss the
necessity of this with us as their child progresses and becomes more comfortable and

independent in lessons.

Lesson Time: Lesson times will be agreed upon at the start of every semester. Changing lessons
times mid-semester (September — December / January — May) may be very difficult and cannot
be guaranteed. If you are having scheduling conflicts, please talk with your teacher and we will

try to find a solution!

Recitals: There will be a student recital at the end of the academic year, and occasionally a
winter recital as well. Recitals are not mandatory, but participation is strongly encouraged.
Playing in a recital is a great opportunity to gain experience performing for others, and is an
enjoyable time for students, family, and friends who attend. We want you to be proud of your

progress and share that gift with others!



Ensemble Options: Students are strongly encouraged to participate in local music programs,

such as the local youth symphony and summer camps. These opportunities enhance student
learning and often provide extra motivation. Practicing alone is wonderful, but playing with a

group is an entirely different experience! Discuss options with us in your lessons.

As always, please reach out if you have any questions or concerns! We look forward to working

with you!



